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PRICELESS MANUSCRIPTS FROM THE GOBI DESERT
, mi,,,! ll(,t aiip, !,(. .,,1 f cuy WlH

,. rjsscd down upon tlio triplo (usxago

Account of the Treasure Dr. Mark Aurel Vfn Sif,.'"
Stein Found Amid the Wastes

of Central Asia
ii tln w.i the tind or n schoolmaster

Mt (,r India, and nil It. cost lilm was the

l.t ... of that rlRht Toot which ho kept
fle,ltly inittlnR where It belongs, for

,r' i" excellent uulliorlly for liellntlng
thut the rigid lnce tor nil right feet Is

erei""1 ,in r'RMl foot ,eat,inB and the
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Ift root keeping lh Bchoolmaster J Pewrt It was Alexander drove his
patned out of India and Into tho vulloy or

(
army athwart Asia to gate India

fixat. which hair unlelicvins people are , and tho West first our raced
mn.st likely to recall hb tho dominion or a the Kust, a visit futile ull result save
(vrlain let known by a ribald I it gave the yet one

i . i r . . . . l. ' ..... . I . . . 1. .. e I. . . I I i I'nrenociy. ,nu nut iroui iin hip inyiu 01 1110 iwu Aiex- -
yj.-se-d into the great desert lands of inner

ia, into Ixp-no- r and that great desert
r.r Gobi which even the school geoRraphy
books have included in their maps. Out
in that desert ho unearthed such treasure
as has never befallen any one man before
him.

ir a hchoolmaster rrom anywhere
had closed tho door" or his schoolhouse
uid bad walked into the discovery of
hair o much as n small rragment or ono
of Mvy'sost decades or a tew tuttered
ones which by emendations or varied

be identified as one or the i all so as they had
lyrics fiappho had burned, silk tor their rolies and deco.
reward of that schoolmaster would have
ten famo in its largest measure. Hut
here is an Indian schoolmaster who has
found a whole library of antiquity where
nthers have founil fragments, who has
iinearthed tho earliest known manuscript
'f the Sanskrit, who has given to the world
he onlv comnleto conression or one or Its i thoueht ho had rlirht exnlanation

creat dead religions, has a new ho Seres as and
lieing gentio days

rtad and has collected
:ri.ipy notes which soldiers exchanged
fn m tower tower along tho great Chi-wr-

wall not grcut of China fa-

miliar in pictures but a still greater
further out in desert and so ancient
'hat all memory or it has passed from
mmiN of men, oven of Chinamen who knew

ll tilings when Caucasians were yet
i .ulari.uiK.

Dirrnvery thus by wholesale should
any man yet it has scarcely

ff,ii-e- d a ripple outtdde the circle of a
fe enthusiasts. H calls a wisdom
too deep to bo stirred tho of folk
rho have small Itin and less Greek
kI at the back of all this a dim compr-

ession that tho Sanskrit has roots, and
"l Hieh is philology.

'Ihi schoolmaster out of India who
is don this great work is Dr. Mark

'urel Stein. Ifo was born at Budapest
" i but. Kngland has been his home,
id to great Indian Empire he has

"'veil hi years of service. As school- -

nijetrr lie served his time until IiIh merit
"& recnt;ni7ed, then he went up the
Udder to U'como inspector with yet
crrater and graver duties until he was
fjt in rharge over and provinces
ind lieeiitne H great, power in edu
''lonul system of the wholo peninsula.

climbing his delight
lilt i what cost him toes at the end of

thi great exploration; he conquered the
unknown claeiers of Nan-sha- n on his way
nut of the desert and in descent
''idm by way of Leh-l.ad- his toes

frost bit ten nnd he had to be carried
df w n dimerous slopes the nearest
mdinl and mercy of the
knife

H'H it hh the desert sand whioh yielded
''r siein its treasure; the mountain peaks
and nters of slowly groaning Ice were
'"it Ins diersion as they came upon his
'v m reaching und in leaving the dead

tins north the Himalayas where tho
uid dances death and light inexorable
'iri.il to v ng thing. Thero are
roiiiems for tha physical geogra
h'-- what has happened this heart of

i.i produce thia Intense desiooation
'inkmm-- Hut the march of the moun-"li- s

of sand westward uncloses for
'iv and conceals once more

li" abodes of dead men, the shrines of
'lead nods, the sere stems of gray mul-rn- ei

which once shaded gardens of
-- re..ri delight, all tho mute memorials of a
witimiied culture.

I h wax (e(rt Ker Polo
"'i'd ln dangerous way to far Cathay,
hi- - uiik dcs"il when Ilsuan-tsan- g forced
n Ibmal.iyan eaks on his pious Journey

Wn w,t, i he cr00( nnd ritual of
I'nlihvi ..ii h way to China. This was

nsM'ft when ihe 0re.1t (Ytrenti ffenernl
rw

to

l".
nine
Umi

Hsiefi-ehi- h led his Chinese army in
ver tlm Pamirs and for the first

ind the last in all history delivered
'limn upon India which is un ever

present four In Delhi at tho seal or the
RiiJ lot the Husslaii may reieat It.

This wan dnsert whon, as Ptolemy
quote from Marlnus of Tyre, "Maes, a
Macedonian, also called Tltlanus, and n
merchnnl by hereditary profusion,"
sent his caravans to (he capital or China.
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ander. ot this desert, thanks to Dr.
Stein's explorations, wo now know to
have been a heat or great culture when
the world was young.

It was then and later one or the great
highways or the world. Tho luxury or
Imperial Rome waa lavish; It would wrap
itself in nothing of coarser texture than
tho finest silk. Before tho barbariun
broke over Alps and Apennines on his
errand of havoc the lianks or the Tiber
were the market Tor tho product of Chinese
looms, hair the world away.

eadlngs might Careless or else long
which not tho tho Tor tho
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the
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rations of their stately homes, tho Itomans
never asked about tho detail the long
caravans tolling ncross unknown deserts
bringing the dainty bales from the lands
or the Heres; they did not even know of
what silk was made. One guess descrilies !

it as woven wind. Ammlanus Marcellinus
the when

who found described the "n sedate
lancuaKeandhasputltlnthowayof people, ivisbing their happy

studied, who

to
wall
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in the most perfect tranquillity anil duliaht
ful leisure, amid shady groves, funned by
geutlo breezes; these groves produce
fleeces of downy wool which after being
sprinkled with water is combed off in the
finest threads and woven into silk."

On this great highway of luxury nnd
trade Dr. Mein had tho happy chance
to stumble on a bale of this silk where
It had been lert by some careless camel
driver almost 3.000 years ago. It was 11

light roll, so brittle that it broke when
lifted, a bolt of yellow silk nineteen inches
wide, a measure corresponding with the
ancient cubit, but it wus ono of tho orig
inal packages or tho trade which for ages
had streamed across this land or tlio
great thirst.

China, oven then a great nation, pro
tected the caravan route. Its troops
were stationed tar out upon the desert:
their watch towers still stand in wcuther-beate- n

ruin out or the sand which lm
destroyed and at the same time has
preserved them. These watch towers
yielded rich returns to exploration in tlio
dunos with which they wcro partially
covered.

In the ruins or tho ancient guard houses,
in tho rubbish heaps which rose beside

j soft clay w.ih Impressed tlio signet, mul
hen tlio content could hu seen only

by cutting tlio cord or breaking tlio soul.
The, address seems commonly to havo
been written on tlio upper tablet nliovo
tho seal clninlier, ntid similarly placed
upon tint under tablet there I frequently
round t lio nainii or tho messenger or
directions to guldo lilm on his way. Tho

giiets with which theso seal. worn
marked vary between the Chinese lapi-

dary script or imitation mora or less
effective or classic (Ireck models, ono

tfe

in particular

tn'i
i

it

reproducing tho Athene
PromachcM.

Documents of more permanent impor-

tance, muniments and titlo deeds, were
similarly inscrilied on larger rectangular
slips or wood. In theso tho origlnul billet
wus not rived iroin end to end, but the
lower plato ltfl wl,n " 1,IR ul mch
end which held tho upper plate secure
when put into position lictwcen them.
Arter tho surraccs hail licen written upon
tho two plates were set together and
sealed by a similar device of hempen
cord und clay soal net in 11 depressed
chamlxT. l'or still further protection
of tho signet imprint tho tablets wcro
wrapped in silk

In ono site njicned at Lop-no- r Dr. Stein
hit iinon an archivo or Hiich documents.

them, Dr. Stein unearthed hundreds or I no less than three doen tablets or nil
written documents illustrating all the 8i7Cs hidden uw.iy in 11 carefully

or military Itfo ut tho beginning cealed cavity within u wall. These wore
or the Christian era, and thence onward I all written in tho Kliaroshthi script and
for several hundred years when Europe addressed to ono Cohjbn Sojiika, now
was tho hunting ground of tho bar- - mt h name nowly revealed out of the
harians. These documents carry orders '

ptiHt or tho third century or our cm, but
from distant brigadiers to the officers clearly a man of substanco in his own
commanding theso remote outposts, they time. Hut how ho came to hido his title
show the movement of troop and of jdi.t'd-- i und Important orders liehind him
supplies, thero aro passes Tor tlio soldiers when ho passed from tho knowledgo of
leaving barracks, thorn uro writs of men there Is no moans of knowing. (

levy, there are warrants for equipment ( Of records of this sort tho explorer
Two thousand yearH ago thero was as found many hundred in many languages
much paper work in the Chinese army and covering u wide r.ingo of tlmo when-a- s

would satisfy nn udJutant-generaP- s ,,Ver It was posslblo to establish limiting
staff in theso clays. Only it wus not dates, Sometimes tlio dating proved
paper. These documents and returns quite Impossible; at other times the pros-or- e

all on wood very carefully adapted enco of Chinese writing gave tho exnrt
to tho purposo Tor which It was designed year. Tor the Chinese have always I teen

A common typo of thesa document . scrupulous In dating their writing. Krotn
Is shaped like a knlfo blado in two match- - such a find It bus been possible to estab-in- g

tablets obtained by slitting n billot lish at leant ono limiting date or 11 col-alo-

the grain, 'Die two facing sides I luct Ion of miscellanies,
were rubbed smooth and served as the TIi'jvj disuoveriiM, Interesting and
surface on which tho communication wus j valuable, would havo proved Mufilcient
written. A hole was bored through tlio, reward fur tho hnrdship) of the oxpedl-tw- o

tablets near tho sharpened point, tion; but there w.n a Ilnd yet to come,
a,nd through this hole a doubio cord was tho like of which has never rewarded any
passed nnd the ends brought through arclueologist
the bight before drawing tight. The In the spring r 1017 Dr. Stin waiat
cords were then brought toward tlio upper Tun-huan- clone to llvi lino or cliffs in
end of tho tablet, where a plaou win left which urn carvod I ho shrine which Imvn
to receive thctn, given that seat or iiiicjent wor.diip thn

On the upier tublot a deep score was irmni of tho Thou.i:id lluddlris In tho
whittled out to provido u chamber for town tho exploivr caught u rumor t It'll
tho receipt of the soil which utithenti- - In one or tho grottoes or th holy place a
cated the writing and at tho same tinio secret chamber hud recently Ist-- brought
prrservod it from unauthorized reading, to lighl which was til ltd with a nia of
In this seal chamlier und equally upon manmcript snid to bo written in Chmc-- o

the under tablet three score were nil characters, but In a language which uonr
for the reception of the cord o that it could coinptehend. In truly barbarian

style, the extent or tlio Iltid was computed
ut about seven cartloads.

Work or the discovery had trickled to
tho provincial headquarter far owny In
I.in-oho- u, and tho Amban, or district
officer, hud crdnred 11 samplo to bo for-

warded for his Inspection. When ho
found tho manuscripts nonsense so far
as ho was concerned ho gave orders that
they should lm returned to tho placo whom
found and locked up. It scarcely seemed
possible to Dr. Stein that this rumor
could bo true; he was fairly startled at tho
clmnoo of finding u wholo library out of
tho pat where n handful of fragments
would hnvo been estimated a rich
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Th tempi", or ra.her tlm particular
grotlo 111 whHi this treasure was round
Id lie, wan under the somewhat Inter-
rupted miiiisiiMiiou or a Tuojsi priest,
Wang Tao.shih, densely ignorant Htid
wholly linmrou, l'oruina.ely Dr Sleln
Ind tor t'liineso seoreuiry 11 young nmn

him. This j'otinc student assumed the
difficult diplomacy of overcoming tilt)
objections of tho priest and in tlnto ob-

tained sight 'of tho precious deposit.
Tho result Is set down In Dr. Hteln's own
narrative, "Kulns of Desert Cathay,"
which has just been published in London
by the Mactnlllans and from an advance
copy of which this narratlvo lias been
derived.

"Some hours later Chiung found tho wall
blocking tho cntrunco to tho recess of the
temple removed, tuid on its door being
opened by tho priest caught u glimpse of
a room crammed full to tlio roof with
manuscript bundles. I had purposely
kept away from tho Tao-shlh- 's temple
all the forenoon, but on getting this news
I could no longer restrain my Impatience
to Be tho great hoard myself. Tho day
was cloudloss and hot, and the soldiers who
hud followed mo about during the morning
with my cameras were now taking their
siesta in sound sleep soothed by a good
smoko of opium. Ho accompanied onl
by Chiang I went to tho temple.

"I found tho priest (here evidently
still combating his scruples and nervous
apprehensions. Hut under (he influence
of that quasbdlvlne hint ho now sum-
moned up courago to open before me the
rough door closing tho narrow entrance
which led from the side or the broad front
passage into the rook carved recess on a
lovel of about four feet abovo tho floor of
tho former.

" I'iie sigh; or the small room disclosed
was one tu mako my eyes open wide.
Hvuped up in layers but without any order
there appeared in the dim light of the
priest's little lamp a solid mass of manu-
script bundle.4 rising to a height of nearly
ten feet and filling, as subsequent meas-
urement showed, close on to 500 cublofeet.
The area left clear within the room was
Just sufficient for two peoplo to stand In.
It was manifest that in this black hole no
examination of the manuscripts would
be possible, und also that the digging out
of all its contents would cost a good deal
of physical labor.

"A suggestion to clear out all the bundles
Into the large ccllii of the cave temple,
where they might havo been examined at
ease, would have been premature; so much
oppressed tit the time was Wang Tao-shl- h

by fears or losing his position and
patrons by the rumors which any casual
observers might spread against him in
the oasix. So for the present I had to
lett content with his offer to take out a
bundle or two at u time and to let us look
rapdily through their contents In a less
cramped part of the procincU.

"Fortunately tho restorations carried
out by him, besidds the fine loggia, in-

cluded a kind of large ante-chap- having
on either side a small' room provided with
a door and paper covered windows. So
here a convenient reading room was at
hand for this strange old library, where we
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Huddh i statue now set up in the temple.
"Whilo tlm 'I'ac-shl- li w.n engaged In

digging on' a few bundles I closely
th't u3jig wall behind,

till greit dapn.t or maitiiseripts hud
tieen hidden. The prioit had told us that
wlinn In first ut llw Thousind

who hud developed a compelling lniHresv H iddlns som? yoirs ln'fnrs h found
iho nrcliii'ologicul refiearch to which entrance to this ove temple alnrhst

this ilesson employment had Intioduced blocked by drift sand.

Notable Documents Unearthed Hidden
for Centuries in the Shrine of thr

Thousand Buddhas
from the condition of other caves nearby
and tho relatively low level of this par-
ticular temple, it is probable that this
accumulation of drift sand rose to ten feet
or more at the entrance.

"Keeping only a few laborers at work
from the proceeds of pious donations,
at first' coming driblet like with lamen-
table slowness, our Too-shl- h had taken
two or years to lay tare the
of the broad passage, some forty feet
deep. When tills task liad boon accom-
plished, and while in setting up
new statfuos In place of the decayed, old
stucco images occupying the dais of the
cella, ho had noticed a small crack In the
frescoed wall to the right of tho passage.
There appeared to bo a roceeri behind the
plastered surface instead of the solid
conglomerate from which the cella and
Its approach are hewn, ilnd on widening
the opening ho discovered the small
room with its deposit such as I now aaw It.

"Walled into the west face of the room
had been found a large slab of black
marble covered with a long and neatly
engraved Chinese inscription. It had
subsequently been removed and set up
in a more accessible place on tho left
hand wall of the iiossage. This inscrip-
tion records eulogies of a Chinoso
pilgrim named Hung-ple- n who had visited

and after returning with relics
and sacred texts had apparently settled
at these shrines to devote his remaining
years to translating and other pious
labors. As it is dated in the year cor
responding " A. D. 851 it was clear to
me from the first that the deposit of the
manuscripts must have.taken place some
time after the middle of the ninth century.

"All tho manuscripts seemed to be
preserved exactly In the same condition
they were In when deposited. Home of
the bundles were carelessly fastened
with rough cords and without an outer
cloth wrappor, but even this had failed
to injure the paper. Nowhere could I

trace the slightest effect of moisture.
And, in fact, what better place for pre-
serving such relics could le imagined
than a chamber carved in the live rock
of these terribly barren hills and. her-
metically shut off from what moisture, if
any. fhe atmosphere of this desert valley
ever contained? Not In the soil
could relics of a ruined site have so com-
pletely escaped Injury as they had here
in a carefully selected rock chamber
where, hidden behind a brick wall and
protected by accumulated drift sand,
these masses of manuscripts had lain

were screened from any inquisitivo eyes! undisturbed Tor centuries
even ir an Decisional worshipper dropped To the priest scr'ed these mysteries
In to kotow before the huge and ugly In the desert wastes thw treasures were
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no treasure at all. But then they were
equally meaningless to the district official
who hud won his post by passing the
long chain or examinations which load
to the administrative career in China.
But the priest in the sands was under'
the obsession of several suspicions. These
rolls meant naught to him, but they
were in some sort u part of his temple
furniture and he was shy about allowing
them to pass out of his possession even
Into tha next room for Inspection,

Then he hod to think of the members
of his congregation. To them alto the
ancient rolls were wholly without sense;
yet It frequently happens that the laity
are even more orthodox than their srjlr- -

j itual pastors and masters, and Wang
ITan-shl- h was clearly much alarmed
lust his parishioners should discover that
the sacrosanct deposit had been tampered
with.

It was 11 Ions and a difficult negotiation,
but tho humble priest was no match
for the facile Chinese secretary, Chiang,
That adept individual had no theological
illusions, therefore he was all the morn
ready to play upon the feelings of tho

stupid but dovout Wang. The wiunnu
card was discovered by Chiang and quit
by accident.
' In reading tho colophon ol one or lit
first rolls examined that secretary found
tho statement that it contained a 'Chiner."
translation of ono of tho Indian sjicml
scriptures made by tho devout llsilau
tsong himself. Dr. Stein had long since
taken this devout wanderer for the pat 011
saint of his exploration nnd hud come
thousands of 11 In his footsteps and hud
boon brought unerringly to tlih depodi.
of his holy labors. Wang ulso was en
thuslastlo in his admiration or the ploii
father of the Chinese buddhism and
had celebrated his deeds In garish frcs
colngs or the anto-chap- e I.

In this he found the opportunity to euvn
his faae, to let the explorer havo tho pick
of these hidden treasures and to accept
the reward, yet throughout tho transac-
tion to preserve the uppearuncn of are
liglous rite. Tho plea to which he yielded
was that It was only right that this ad
mirer of Iistlan, who had come tho weary
desert miles from India, should carry
back to the seat of the faith those sucrod
memorials, should bear them yet further
to a great temple of learning beyond
tha seas wheto the light might reach
distant peoples. The result or the nego-
tiations carried on for day after day.
while Wang was sometimes swayed by
his superstitious and other fears and
sometimes overborne by tho Insidious
suggestions of tho shrewd nnd suave
secretary, was that in duo time tho British
Museum reoelved in safety twenty-fou- r

great cases of manuscripts nnd live cases
of painted and embroidered silk.

It will lie years before tho thoiMim-- l

of manuscripts which these cases broiiglii
out of the desert and out of antiquity
can he deciphered and collated and
odlted and subjected to all the necessary
processes which they must undergo in
order to render their stores of informa-
tion available. As yot they havo barclv
been Ussorted for their first distribution
But enough has been revealed to dis-
close the foot that this is the greatest
single discovery of any of tho remains
oi me past.

Taking tho groat with the small the sum
of this find, that Is to say of so much
of It as Dr. Stein was able to bring out
into civilization, amounts to more than
14,000 pieces in about a do?en scripts and
languages. This sIiowb what u centre
of information the Thousand Buddhas
was while yet the civilization or inner
Asia was alive. This cloister could havo
been in no backwater. Tho presence
of the literary remains of a doen lan-
guages shows that it. was a busy corner
on one of the great highways of tho world
at a timo when our culture was in its in-

fancy..
The Sanskrit Ilnd which will occupy

the first place for general scholars, in tin
temple library consists or u collectJon or
seventy palm leaves, each twenty Inches
long, covered with small but beautifully
clear writing. Thi has been identified
as going back to tlio third or fourth cen-
tury at tho latest, the oldest spceitryn
or the sacred speech or India an 1 the
foundation of comparative philology

An interesting discovery In this library
throws a new light on tho art of printing.

"Oreutlv delighted was 1." writes Dr
Stein, "whon 1 found that an exrellentlv
preserved roll with a well designed blook-prlnte- d

picture as front ispien1 had II

text printed throughout, showing a dale
of production corresponding to A !. MO.
Here was conclusive evidence that tli5 ot
of printing books from wooden bloeki
was practised long berore tho convention-
ally assumed time or its invention, during
the Rung period, nnd (but already in th
ninth century the technical level had
been raised practically an high n th- -

process permitted."
A larRe mass or material is written in

one of tlie unknown lancuages onro ued
In Kastcrn Turkestan The existence of
this language has been known for a few
years from a few fragments. It hud lioen
interred that the speech was

yet nothing could be determined
as to its ufMliutions or ils relation with the
Indian languages on one hand or tlr
Iranian on tho other.

Yet at the tirst investigation ot thi new
material it is round thai the 'thousand
Buddhas shrine has yielded two well
firesorved and practically complete

two well known Ssnskrit toxt.
the Vajracchedika and the Aparnmt-tayuli-sutr- a.

Thus we have the equiva-
lent or the Uosetta stone, the bilingual
which is to lead to the unlocking or thin
rorgotten speech.

A book roll about four inches broad, but
close on fifteen feet long, is brautlftillv
written in that peculiar rorm or S.wlue
or JJstrangolo script which has, been
identified with tlm Maniehean. Till'
roll contains the most complete tevvt oxer
known of the Khuastuuift or confession
praver of the Munichoaii laymen in il
Turkish form. About, onc-lenl- li or t

has been lot at the beginning or Hi"
roll, hut fragments from other srvircai

serve to till out this lacuna. With this Is
unsociable another volume wriTten up. 11
more than a hundred puges in lUinio
Turkl. u collection of brief fuhles about
men and animals.

Theso are but noten taken at random
from the superficial appearance of the.i
collections; no one yet can know wlmt
treasures may be found to exist in this
library over which tho Thousand Buddlies
havo kept watch and wurd for h thousandyears of desert calm. A civilization has
come to its t nd und has passed from tho
memory of mun. Its gurdens under the
Eleasant shade of the mulberry trees

burled in sand, the gritty blast
has out to pieces ils perishnble products
and has sculptured into shapeless ruin
its walls and its watch towers. Hut ils
religion has been preserved in death, and
in its death has presened the niemoriula
of tha race that Is long past,

Chanec, the chapter of iieoidenl lias
brought these records to light and liaH

Riven them to 11 new world for study,
is to be said that never Ixfoto lm

just such a chauco happened to the mot
zealous explorer; not even the teinplu
library or Mppur yielded to the arcn ml.
cist such a rich reward hs tills which Dr.
Hteln found ut the thrltic or the 'I luiiiHatPt
Buddhas.

TtsHt n'lii'ifin'-- r


